2021 KEY DATES

March 2021 Edition
Hockey action is finally back, and so too (we hope) is the
2021 outdoor competition. Hockey Vic aims to restart
Junior competitions from April 30, but please check
emails from your age-group coordinator and our Club
website for updates, as things can change quickly.

March 13:
March 16:
April 14:
April 18:
April 30:
July 1-4:
Oct TBC:

Kevin Bannan Memorial Shield
Junior training starts (see schedule below)
Nominations close for JSC trials (NW Tigers)
JSC player trials for all age groups (NW Tigers)
Junior Outdoor Round 1 scheduled to start
JSC – Bendigo (girls), Shepparton (boys)
Junior Outdoor Competition Finals

Whatever transpires, we’d like to welcome back all
players, as well as new families who have joined our
wonderful, inclusive Club. Undoubtedly, these have
been challenging times, and the Club would like to thank
you for your support and patience in the past year.
We’d also like to thank our terrific army of volunteers
(coordinators, coaches, safety officers, and many others)
who have worked tirelessly behind the scenes in the past
year to get our Junior players back on the field again and
keep them as safe as possible. Thank you all!

2021
TRAINING TIMES
Age Group

Division

Training Day & Time

U10s All

District

Wednesday, 5:30pm - 6:30pm

U12s Girls

Pennant

Tuesday, 5:30pm - 6:45pm

Formal team training is back the week starting March 15,
and we’re close to finalising team entries and coaches
for this year’s outdoor season. Of course, this season will
be slightly different, requiring changes to things such as
masks and short corners. We encourage all players and
parents to familiarise themselves with the safety
measures and protocols, so that we can all stay safe.

U12s Boys

Shield B

Thursday, 5:30pm - 6:45pm

U14s Girls

Pennant

Tuesday, 5:30pm - 6:45pm

U14s Boys

Shield B

Tuesday, 5:30pm - 6:45pm

U14s Boys

Pennant

Tuesday, 5:30pm - 6:45pm

U16s Girls

Pennant

Tuesday, 5:30pm - 6:45pm

U16s Boys

Shield B

Thursday, 5:30pm - 6:45pm

Finally, keep safe and enjoy hockey’s return – and
fingers crossed we can bring you lots of news and
pictures of some competitive action through the year. In
the meantime, enjoy our first newsletter for 2021, which
has plenty of news and pictures from the off-season.

U16s Boys

Pennant

Thursday, 5:30pm - 6:45pm

U18s Mixed

District

Thursday, 5:30pm - 6:45pm

YVHC Junior Committee

*Note: Teams, times & divisions are subject to change, depending
on final registrations. Most teams can take more players, so please
get in contact with your age-group co-ordinator if you know
anyone still wishing to play hockey this season in these age groups.
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Introducing our 2021 Junior Committee
Led by Adrian Loh, our Junior Committee members (see
opposite) have been meeting regularly in the off-season to
help get our kids back on the field and get ready for some
competitive action in 2021.
At the same time, we’ve created some new roles within the
committee, as the Club embarks on its vision to grow our
Junior and Senior ranks in the years ahead.

Junior Director of Coaching
Justine Robbins has been appointed to the newly created
role of Director of Coaching Strategy. Justine has been
tasked with developing a consistent coaching strategy for
our juniors, working closely with our Club’s senior coaches.

Junior Girls Transition Coordinator
Sala Moemai has been appointed to the newly created
position of Junior Girls Transition Coordinator. Sala will
work closely with our players, parents, and Club’s women’s
teams to help our older girls transition to the Senior ranks.

Junior Age Coordinators
As you know, our age-group coordinators for 2021 (see
opposite) play a crucial role in keeping us informed of all
the happenings at the Club. Please feel free to contact your
relevant age-group coordinator if you have any questions.

Positions Vacant – Volunteers Wanted
We have various Junior roles/vacant positions to fill in
coming weeks, including our all-important team managers.
We also require ball kids for Premier League games. We’ll
be advertising these via our age-group coordinators as we
get closer to the start of the season. We encourage all of
our parents and players to get involved in any way they can
(big or small), to support the smooth operation of our Club.

Registrations Closing Soon!
Thanks to all those who have already registered with both Hockey
Vic and YVHC. The two-step process for registration is unfortunately
slightly more complex this year, due to concessions for returning
players who registered last year. If you have any problems or
questions about the registration process, or if you’re unsure if your
child has registered for both Hockey Vic and YVHC, please contact
your relevant age-group coordinator for 2021.
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Thank You

Some ex committee members have transitioned out of
their roles this year, as their children move into the senior
ranks. We’d especially like to thank Trudie Webber and Di
Brunton for their efforts over many years. Rachel Watson
is also stepping aside from overall coaching duties to focus
on our Hook in2 Hockey program. Thanks all for your
support.

If your child intends to play this year, we urge you to complete both
registrations (Hockey Vic and YVHC) asap and let your age
coordinator know via email. This will help us to know what numbers
we are dealing with to lodge team entries and sort out coaches,
training times, etc.
Learn more: https://www.yarravalleyhockey.com.au/registration

The health and safety of our YVHC players and support teams remain paramount. Last year, YVHC committed to a set of
protocols, approved by Banyule Council, so that we can return to hockey in a safe and practical manner. The Club website
and age coordinators will keep us updated as protocols change, and please watch out for new rules related to match-play.
See below for new protocols around short-corner mask use.
Hockey Vic’s return-to-hockey rules & guidelines must also be followed. These guidelines are regularly updated, so we
encourage all players and parents to visit this site regularly: https://www.hockeyvictoria.org.au/info-hub/covid19-updates/
Here are just a few important things to remember to help keep us all COVID safe:
❖ Do not train/play if you have any symptoms, or been in contact with a known case or are high risk
❖ Observe personal hygiene standards; wash your hands & use hand sanitiser
❖ No sharing of any hockey equipment, clothing, towels, water bottles, etc
❖ Maintain physical distancing of 1.5 metres wherever reasonably possible
❖ Store your mouthguard appropriately when not in use, and don’t rinse it in public if possible
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Junior State Championships (JSC)

REPRESENTING OUR CLUB

Our Junior players have opportunities to be selected in various
forms of representative teams and competitions at the regional,
state and national levels. And in recent years, many of our
talented juniors have had some tremendous success.

Hockey Vic has confirmed that it plans to
hold the 2021 Junior State Championships
(JSC) in the mid-year school holidays, on
July 1-4, in Bendigo (all girls age groups) and
Shepparton (all Boys age groups).

The pathways for these opportunities may be confusing to some
parents. To help explain what’s available, we’ve outlined some
basic information on the three main forms of representative
competitions and teams on our Club’s webpage:
https://www.yarravalleyhockey.com.au/junior/generalinformation/representative-teams

This year’s JSC, which has been reduced to 4
days, includes U13, U15 and U18 events for
both boys and girls. We encourage all of our
aspiring Yabby Juniors to consider trialling.
Nominations are now open for selection
trials for our North West Metro Tigers
representative zone. The single-day trial for
all ages is set for April 18 at Essendon and
Brunswick. You need to nominate to attend
the trials by April 14.
See the Tigers trial nomination link for
more details:
https://www.hockeyvictoria.org.au/events/
86677/

T

State Reps
Congratulations to YVHC’s Mirani Simons-Moemai (U15s) and
Will Rutley (U18s) on their recent selection to Victoria State
teams that will be participating at next month’s National
Championships. Will, a regular on state teams, is heading to
Launceston, while Mirani will be packing her bags for Bathurst
for her first national competition. Well done, and good luck to
both. Well done also to Luke Brunton and Bish Faarax for
making it to the final selection assessment.

You can also find out more about JSC here:
https://www.hockeyvictoria.org.au/compsevents/jsc/
https://hockeyvictoria.org.au/jsc-update6th-july/
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Hockey Vic Draft Camp
Junior Umpires wanted for Season 2021
Interested in becoming an umpire? Our umpiring co-ordinator at
YVHC, Nicola Brown, will again be leading our Junior umpiring
efforts, alongside Vennessa Flemming. If you’re interested, or
have any queries about umpiring, please email Vennessa at:
vennessa@tpg.com.au

Nominations and selection trials for Hockey Vic’s U13
Draft Camp & Academy program are set to open in May.
Check out this page on the HV website for more info:
https://www.hockeyvictoria.org.au/highperformance/registrations-and-nominations/
The HV Academy is one of the main pathways for
talented Juniors seeking selection in State teams.

OFF-SEASON HAPPENINGS
COVID-19 hasn’t dampened the enthusiasm of our hockey-mad army of YVHC juniors. Here’s a snapshot of some of action in
recent months — from our successful in-house Hookin2Hockey and Summer 6’s program, through to our fundraising Covidrevival event at the Dam and participation in the indoor hockey Club Championships.

Junior training returns (with safety precautions)

Lockdown trick shots
Some of our Juniors took to social media during the lockdown period to show off their trick shots and skills. Check our some of
the videos on the YVHC Instagram page: https://www.instagram.com/yarravalleyhockeyclub/
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School-holiday skills clinics

The pre-Christmas Summer 6’s program was popular as ever

Please Support Our Club Sponsors

Indoor Club Championships at Monash Uni
In recent weeks, some of our Junior players dusted off their sticks and Yabby kit to represent the Club at Victoria’s Indoor Club
Championships at Monash Uni. For most players, this was their first inter-club or competitive action for more than a year.
Well done to our U15 boys and U18 boys and girls teams.
Special thanks to all the coaches and team managers, as well as Maria Caven for arranging our participation.
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Now Open: The Get Active Kids Voucher Program provides
vouchers of up to $200 to help eligible kids with sports
memberships, equipment and uniforms. To be eligible, you
need to hold a valid Australian Government Health Care Card or
Pensioner Concession Card with named dependants.
Find out more at: https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/

Thanks to everyone who supported our COVID Revival Family Fun Evening

For season 2021, all of our Junior teams will be
using the Teamstuff app for team notifications,
duty rosters, etc. Be sure to check the app
regularly, as game times and venues may change
with little notice, especially early in the season.

Need to update your YVHC Uniform?
If you require a new item urgently, or would like to try sizes
or view our second-hand range, please contact our Club’s
Uniform coordinator David Findlay via
david.findlay@cumminsandpartners.com
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You will soon receive a notification to join from
your team manager. You can also contact our
Junior Club’s Team Manager rep Nick Dubrow at
nickdubrow@vicbar.com.au

Find out more here:
https://www.yarravalleyhockey.com.au/uniforms

Hook in2 Hockey is back
We have had another great turnout for our Hookin2Hockey (H2H) Term 1 program, which started a few weeks ago on Saturday
mornings. A big thanks to our H2H coordinator Rachel Watson and her band of helpers, including players from the junior and
senior YVHC teams. H2H will be back in Term 2, so watch out for details or contact Rachel at rach.watson@outlook.com

Keep Up to Date!
YVHC keeps its members, young and old, up to date with all the club’s happenings via our official social media accounts,
spanning facebook, twitter and Instagram. They are another great source of info, so sign up and get social.
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