Welcome to
Season 2019

July 2019 Edition
The Winter chill has certainly arrived – and so, too,
has the mid-point of season 2019.
In this this month’s edition of the YVHC Junior
Newsletter, we feature some mid-season team
reports and pictures from our team managers. As
you’ll read, we’re having some mixed success so far
this season, with many of our Junior teams very much
in contention for finals action in September.
This month, we also feature a wrap of the Junior
State Championships, held in the first week of the
school holidays. Our 20+ YVHC representatives,
across all age groups, did us proud. And we’re thrilled
to report that some of our players took home a State
title! Well done to our latest State Champions and all
other players on this great achievement.
Finally, our Club has some social functions coming up
in the coming weeks, starting with a Girls’ &
Women’s “Pink Lady” lunch event this coming
weekend. The Club’s dumpling and trivia nights are
also back for another year. We’d love our Junior Club
members and families to support these events, so we
encourage you to join in the fun or get involved in
any way you can.

KEY
DATES
July 20:
July 27:
Aug 18:
Sept 6-7:
Sept (TBC):

Girls’ & Women’s Lunch event
Dumpling & Games Night
Annual Trivia Night
Junior Grand Finals
Junior Presentation Day

LADDER
POSITIONS

Ladder Position (after Round 8)
U10 Intra - Blue:

N/A

U10 Intra – Yellow:

N/A

U10 Girls District:

3rd

U12 Boys Pennant:

1st

U12 Shield B:

1st

U14 Mixed Pennant:

5th

U14 Girls Pennant:

8th

U14 Mixed Shield B:

1st

Yabbies, best of luck for the second half of the
season!

U16 Mixed Pennant:

7th

U16 Mixed District:

9th

YVHC Junior Committee

U16 Shield A:

5th

U18 Mixed District:

9th

Please Support Our Club Sponsors

Junior State Championships (JSC)
Congratulations to our 20+ YVHC Juniors who participated in the 10th annual 2019 Junior State Championships over the school
holidays via our regional representative team – the North West Metro Tigers. Pleasingly, we had YVHC representatives in each of
the six Tiger teams for the week-long event, which is the pinnacle junior hockey event in Victoria. The Tigers were among six
metro zones and four regional zones competing. Read Hockey Vic’s recap of the JSC.
Special mention to our U15 Boys Tigers team, who took home a State title after a thrilling and tense gold-medal shootout against
the Eastern Hotshots. Kudos to YVHC’s Lachlan Webber, Luke Brunton and Will Johnston on the victory. Lachie Allan was also an
umpire and player at the JSC.

More Players Wanted

Our YVHC junior teams for 2019 are almost full, but
we still have a few places available in some of our
age groups. If you know someone interested, please
get them to contact the relevant age-group coordinator asap.

JSC 2019 Final Placings

https://www.yarravalleyhockey.com.au/

\

U13
7th please do so asap via:
For those not
yetBoys:
registered,
https://www.yarravalleyhockey.com.au/registration
U13 Girls: 7th

U15 Boys: 1st
U15 Girls: 3rd
U18 Boys: 3rd
U18 Girls: 2nd

Our new State Champions!
Lachlan Webber, Luke Brunton & Will Johnston
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Some of our Yabby Juniors at the recent JSC event
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Introductory Indoor Coaching
HockeyVic is expanding its range of Indoor
Hockey Coaching Programs to include a new
introductory program, aimed at U13-U16 players
that have played a season or two of Indoor
Hockey and are looking for some coaching in the
lead up to the Indoor Hockey Competitions later
in 2019. Registrations close Aug. 1.
Click here for more information on this program.

Stay in Touch
YVHC keeps its members, young and old, up to
date with all the Club’s happenings via various
channels. If you haven’t done so already, check
out our newly revamped website and follow our
official social media accounts, spanning
facebook, twitter and Instagram!

Please Support Our Club Sponsors
We are very pleased to advise that YVHC was among 220+ Victorian local sporting clubs
recently awarded a $3,000 grant by VicHealth. The grant will be used to help buy equipment
for our Junior hockey programs, including Hookin2Hockey.
The VicHealth Active Club Grant program aims to help people get more active in their
sporting communities regardless of their ability, gender or cultural background. Learn more.

U14 SHIELD B

MID-YEAR TEAM REPORTS

Supercoach Alex Mason has got the team humming
along, with the team proudly sitting top of the ladder
mid-way through the season with 7 wins and only one
loss. Highlights so far include a six-goal haul in one
game from sharp-shooter Will Johnston and matchwinning goals in the last seconds of play by the Noonan
boys in consecutive matches. There’s a long way to go,
but things are looking good for another finals tilt for
our well-balanced U14 Shield team. Good luck boys!

U12 SHIELD B
It has been a solid start to the season. After 6 wins from the
8 games played so far, Yarra Valley is currently sitting on
top of the ladder! Even more pleasing is to see how much
the boys have enjoyed playing together as a team over the
season so far. Coach George continues to provide the boys
with lots of encouragement and guidance. His wisdom has
clearly influenced the way they are playing with a steady
improvement seen in both skills and teamwork each week.
Our midfield is proving to be dynamic and the defence
increasingly solid. Well done to all goal scorers so far
including multiple goal scorers Ben, Taylor and Oscar.
We are ready to launch into the second half of the season
and to secure a spot in the finals.

U16 GIRLS MIXED DISTRICT
This season has been a challenge in many ways. We
started off with 10 girls and then players dropped like
flies. An ACL, a torn hamstring, an overextended knee
and a concussion! The good news is that hockey could
not be blamed for all of this damage. Our team of 10
suddenly became six. The six girls, along with Emma
their coach, have been enthusiastic, persistent and
resilient. They have put on a brave face, turned up to
matches, forfeited when necessary and then finally
faced the fact that they had to move out of our
competition and into a mixed district comp. Credit goes
to all of the girls and to the fill-ins that we have
recruited every week. We could not have played on
without the help of the under 14 and 16 boys and under
14 girls. A huge thanks to them all and their parents, we
have really appreciated their help. Fingers crossed for
the rest of the season!

U16 SHIELD A
We have had a mixed season in a very strong Shield A pool,
with 2 wins, a draw and 5 losses. We played well in our first
game together against a strong Camberwell team, & a good
win against Altona (playing our best game yet). Every player
has stepped up and played well when needed and the team
is starting to gel, playing good hockey. Our strong backline
has kept us in most of the hard games. The second half of
the season will be challenging with several players out
because of other commitments. Thank you to the U14 and
U16 players who have been filling in for us so far. If we can
get a couple more wins, we will be pushing for a finals spot.
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U10 YARRA BLUE

MID-YEAR TEAM REPORTS

This is the first season of competition for most of our
team, and at the halfway point we’re so impressed with
how they’re going! After a convincing win in their first
game, they’ve had a few more challenging matches, but
every week we’ve seen them improve. We had a standout match at Doncaster where not only did the boys win
7-0, but they also played brilliantly as a team. Two of our
more experienced players are moving up to the half-field
comp for the second half of the season and we’re
welcoming a new player from the U8s, so we’re looking
forward to more game play and lots of fun.

U10 GIRLS DISTRICT
Our talented U10 Girls have marked themselves as a
team to watch in the future after ably stepping up to a
stronger, half-field competition this year. Coached by
Annaliese Ingham and Annie McKenzie, the girls have
won most of their games and scored 20+ goals. Keep up
the great hockey, and enthusiasm, girls!

U18 DISTRICT
The team has had a great start to their season. Armed with a
terrific mix of adolescents, the team has thoroughly enjoyed
establishing new friendships and connections. With a variety of
hockey abilities and experiences, Darcy Brown and Tom Henry
(coaches) have established a dynamic and capable team
utilising the strengths and talents of all players. It has been
terrific seeing players work as a “unit” during matches - sharing
ball play and playing inclusively. Our youngest team member is
the very talented Hamish Keall (who actually qualifies to play in
the U14s team!). Hamish has excelled this season with his
quick reflexes in the goalie arena! Watching the team progress
with their communication, teamwork and hockey performance
throughout this season has been very positive. Having a young
and dedicated coaching team has been very beneficial for this
collective. There’s sure to be some exciting matches ahead!

U12 MIXED PENNANT
Our U12 Pennant team has had a fantastic season so far under
the expert guidance of our intrepid coaches Alex and Allanah.
Round 1 ended in a nil-all draw, but since then we remain
undefeated! Congratulations to the boys and girls for their team
work, enthusiasm and support shown to our new players.
Go Yabbies!!
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We’re a happy team at Yarra,
We’re the mighty Valley Club,
We love our hockey and we play to win,
Taking each knock with a grin, yes a grin!
Come what may you’ll find us striving,
Teamwork is the thing that counts,
One for all and all for one,
Is the way we play at Yarra.
We are the mighty Valley Club!
(Sung to the tune of the Hawthorn AFL song)
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